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geometry was thoroughly good. In the end, after the
terrible breakdown of his health, which sent him away
from Oxford for a year and a half (1840-41), he did so
well in his Final Examination that he received an honor-
ary fourth class both in Classics and in Mathematics.
A double honorary Fourth means that a man who seeks
only the ordinary degree has the unsolicited honour
conferred on him by the examiners in both schools.
It is extremely rare, and it used to be said that it was
equivalent to a Double First-class. It was the char-
acter of Ruskin to work thoroughly at everything he
took in hand. To know <e every syllable of his Thu-
cydides," as he declares he did, was indeed scholarship
in itself.

The sojourn of Mrs. Buskin at Oxford, of which we
are told the sole object was to watch over John's
health, was in some sense justified when one night, in
the spring of 1840, he was attacked with hemorrhage
of the lungs, went round to his mother, who took him
to London to consult physicians, and no doubt saved
his life "by insisting on the rest and foreign travel they
ordered. The journey to Italy, except that he there
made the acquaintance of Joseph Severn and George
Eichmond, did him little good, either physically or
morally; and he was at last restored by a summer
among the Alps and the dietary treatment at Leam-
ington by Dr. Jephson. One of the most singular of
the records in Prceterita is the languid interest he took
in the first sight of Italy, even of Florence, Siena, and
Borne, where neither history, art, nor romance at all
impressed him. !No doubt his bad health affected his
mental interests. On his recovery he worked hard
with Osborne Gordon, passed his examination withm some vast altar; and amidst
